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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A process for the preparation of a compound of formula (1): 




0) 

r z N b 

wherein: 

Ar 1 is an optionally substituted aromatic or heteroaromatic group; 

L 2 is a linker group selected from -N(R 4 )- [whoro R 4 is a hydrogen atom or an 
optionally substituted otraight or branched Ci p nlkyi group] , -CON(R 4 )- and 
-S(0) 2 N(R 4 )-; 

R 4 is a hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted straigh t or branched Cufialkyl 

group; 

R 1 is a carboxylic acid (-CO2H) or a derivative or biootoro thereof an acyclic or cyclic 
carboxvlic acid ester, an amide, tetrazole. phosphonic aci d , phosphinic acid, sulphonic acid, 
sulphinic acid, boronic acid, or an acvlsu lphonamide group; 

R 2 is a hydrogen atom or a Ci-6alkyl group; 

R x , RY and R z a which may be the same or different, are each an atom or group 
-Ll(Alkl) n (R 3 )v in which . or RZ is -L^Alk 1 WR 3 W and R x and R Y are joined together to 
form an optionally substituted spiro linked cvclo aliphatic or heterocycloaliphatic group; 

L 1 is a covalent bond or a linker atom or group an -Q-. -S-. or -Se- atom or an -C (O)-, 

-crcno-. -oc(ov. -crsv. -s(ok -sfov>- -Nm^v. -comrSv. -ocxo)N(r8)-, _ csn(r 8 ), 

-NfR 8 ^CO-. -NfR 8 ^)C(C»0-. -N(R 8 ^CS-. -S(0 )^^- -NrR 8 WOV>-. -N(R 8 )CK -ON(R 8 V, 
-NfR 8 lN(R 8 V. -NfR 8 lCON(R 8 K -NfR 8> >C:SNfR 8 V. or -NiR^SQjNfR 8 )- group; 
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T?8 j R a hvdroeen atom or an optio nally substituted straight or branched Ci-6ajkyl 

group; 

Alk 1 is an optionally substituted aliphatic chain or an optionally substituted 
heteroaliphatic chain containing one tn four -O- or -S- atoms or -0(0)-, -C(Q)Q-, -OC(O)-, 

-rrsv. -sfov. -s(Q)7 - -"f p8 V £QM^ -ocrowfRSy. -csmh -N(R8)CO-, 

-WR^CKM).. -WRfrcS-. -SCOW * 8 V "f^fO^. -Wr8^0- -ONfRSV. 
-NrRSwrRSV , -NfR8->CON(P 8 V- -N(Rfr>CSN p8)-, ^-M(l?8)sooNfR8v groups that 
interrupt or are at the terminus of th e aliphatic chains ; 

R3 is a hydrogen or halogen atom or group selected from -OR 3a fw&efe^S^a^s-a 
hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted b l mig li t or branch ed C \ c alky! group or Gg- 
goyoloalkyl group], -SR 3a , -CN and an optionally substituted cycloaliphatic, 
heterocycloaliphatic, polycycloaliphatic, heteropolycycloaliphatic, aromatic or 
heteroaromatic group? ; 

T?3a j s a hydrogen atom or an optionally substitu ted straight or branched Cl -6alkyl 

group or CS-8 c y c1oaU<:v l group; 

n is zero or the integer 1; and 
v is the integer 1, 2 or 3; 

provided that when n is zero and L 1 is a covalent bond A v is the integer 1; 

u i R ? is an atom or group as previous d efi ned and R* n nd W arc joined together 
form an optionally oubstitutcd opiro linked oyoloaliphatio or hotorocycloaliphatic group ; 
and the salts, solvates, hydrates and N-oxides thereof; 

which comprises reacting a compound of formula (2): 
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PATENT 




wherein: 

Q a is a group -N(R 4 )H; 

and the salts, solvates, hydrates and N-oxides thereof; 



(2) 



with a compound Ar 1 W wherein 

W is a group selected from X 1 (whoroin X 4 " is a loaving atom or group) , -COX 
(whoroin X* is a halogen atom or a OH group) and 
-S0 2 X 3 (in which X* io a halogon atom) ; 

X 1 is a leaving atom or group; 

X 2 is a halogen atom or a -OH group; and 

X 3 is a halogen atom . 

2. (original) A process according to Claim 1 wherein the reaction is carried out in a 
solvent in the presence of an acid when W is the group X 1 . 

3. (previously presented) A process according to Claim 2 wherein the solvent is selected 
from an alcohol, ether, acetic acid, water, acetonitrile, substituted amide and ester. 

4. (original) A process according to Claim 2 wherein the reaction is carried out in an 
alcohol in the presence of an acid catalyst. 
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5. (original) A process according to Claim 1 wherein the reaction is carried out in the 
presence of a base, an organic amine or a cyclic amine and an organic solvent when W is the 
group COX 2 and X 2 is a halogen atom. 

6. (previously presented) A process according to Claim 5 wherein the organic solvent is 
selected from a halogenated hydrocarbon, a dipolar aprotic solvent, an ether and an ester. 

7. (original) A process according to Claim 1 wherein the reaction is carried out in the 
presence of a condensing agent and a halogenated hydrocarbon, dipolar aprotic or an ether 
solvent when W is the group C0 2 H. 

8. (original) A process according to Claim 1 wherein the reaction is carried out in the 
presence of a base, an organic amine or a cyclic amine and a halogenated hydrocarbon, 
dipolar aprotic or an ether solvent when W is the group S0 2 X . 

9. (previously presented) A process according to claim 1 wherein the compound of 
formula (2) is prepared by reduction of a compound of formula (4): 




(4) 



10. (original) A process according to Claim 9 wherein the reduction is carried out by 
catalytic hydrogenation or by chemical reduction. 
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1 1 . (previously presented) A process according to Claim 1 wherein R 4 is a hydrogen 
atom. 

12. (original) A process according to Claim 9 wherein the compound of formula (4) is 
prepared by reaction of a compound of formula (5): 






R 2 

with a compound of formula (6a) or (6b): 
R y 

<£> 

O ^ 

V 

(6a) 

wherein R a represents a Ci-6alkyl group or a silyl group. 

1 3 . (original) A process according to Claim 12 wherein the reaction is carried out in the 
presence of an organic solvent. 

14. (previously presented) A process according to Claim 13 wherein the solvent is 
selected from an aromatic hydrocarbon, a halogenated hydrocarbon and an ester. 

1 5 . (currently amended) A process according to Claim 1 wherein R 1 is the group 
-C0 2 Alk 7 iand 

Alk7 i s a straight or branched optionally substituted Cl -Ralkvl g roup, an optionally 
substituted C2 -8 alkenyj group, an optionally s u bstituted C?,.8a1kyny1 group, an optionally 
substituted C^cvcloalkvl groun. an optionally sub st ituted C 3 -8 b eterocvcloalkyl group, an 
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optionally substituted C^.8cvcloalkvlC i_-g*lkyl ff™"P an optionally substituted Cv 
K h P .tprr.r. Y r.1oalkvlCi.salkvl group, an optionally sub stituted Ci-fialkvloxyCi_6alkyl group, 
an optionally substituted hydroxvC r-fialkyl proup. an optionally substituted Ci - 
* alkvlthioC i- 6a1kvl group, an option ally substituted Ci .^alkvlsulfinvlCl -fialkvl group, an 
optionally s ubstituted Ci-fia1kv1su1fonvlCi-*alkv1 group, an optionally substituted 
gpyrloalk yloxvCi _*alkvl group, an optionally substituted C^-RcycloalkvlthioClr6 alkyl 
grou p, an optionally substituted C^-Scy HnalkvlsiilfinvlCi-rtalkvl group, an optionally 
substituted C^ -R cvcloalkvlsulfonvlC u ^alkvl group , an optionally substituted Ci - 
^ alkvloxvcarbonvlO -fialkvl group, an optionally substituted Ci .^alkvloxvcarbonylCl - 
^ alkenvl group- an optionally substituted Ci .fialk yloyycarhonvloxvCi .fialkvl group, an 
optionally substituted Ci _6alkyloxvcarbonvloxvCl .^ alkenvl group, an optionally substituted 
r.7_g cvc1oalkvloxvcarbonvloxvC l- ^alkvl group , an optionally substituted N-di-Cl- 
g alkvlaminoC i-g alkvl group, an optionally substituted N-C6^aryl^Cl-6alk ylaminoCi- 
* alkyl group, an optionally substituted N-di-C i^alkvl-carbamovlCugalkvl group, an 
optionally s ubstituted C*_1 oarvlCl -ftalkvl group, an optionally substituted heteroC6- 
1 OarylC l .fi alkvl group, an optionally substituted C*_i 9arvl group, an optionally substituted 
C 6-l2arvloxvC i-Ra1kvl group, an optionally substituted Cft-1 7arylthioCi .g alkyl group, an 
optionally substituted C^ -l9 arvlsulfinvlC i-«alkvl group, an optionally substituted C6- 
1 ? arvlsulfonvlC i-g a1kv1 group, an optionally substituted Ci .aal kanoyloxvCi .galkvl group. 
an optiona lly substituted r./|^imidoCi _galkvl group, an optionally substituted C6- 
l 2aroyloxvCi-8alkvl group, or a triglyceride . 



16. (canceled) 

17. (currently amended) A process according to Claim 16 Claim 1 which comprises 
hydrolysing a compound of formula (1) in which R 1 is -C0 2 Alk 7 and Alk 7 is a straight or 
branched optionally substituted Ci -Salkvl group, an option ally substituted C-7_«alkenvl 
group, an optionally substituted C9-Ralkvnvl grou p, an optionally substituted C^.acvcloaUc 
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group, an optionally substituted CT -S heterocvcloalkvl group, an opti onally substituted Cj- 
R cvcloalkvlCi-8a^v1 group, an optionally substituted C^heterocvcloalkvlCi-aalkvl group, 
an optionally substituted Ci .^alkvloxvO .fialkvl group, an o ptionally substituted hydroxyCi - 
*alkvl group, an option all y substituted Ci .rtalkvlthioCi .fta lkvl group, an optionally 
substituted C u galkvlsulfinvlC l- galkvl group, an optionall y substituted CuftalkylsulfonylCi - 
fi alkvl group, an optiona ll y substituted C^.RCvcloalkvloxvCl .fi alkvl group, an optionally 
substituted O^cvcloalkvlthioC wi alkvl group, an optiona lly substituted C3- 
« cvcloalkvlsulfinvlC l- ^alkvl group, an option ally substituted CvacvcloalkylsulfonylCl - 
^ alkvl group, an optionally substituted Ci .^alk yloxvcarbonvlCi .^alkvl group, an optionally 
substituted C i-*alky1ox ycarhonvlCi -fialkenyl group, an o ptionally substituted Ci - 
rt alkvloxvcarbonvloxyC u ^alkvl group, an optionally s ubstituted Cu 
fi alkvloxvcarbonvloxvCi .^alkenvl group, an optionally su bstituted C-y. 
a cvcloalky lnx ycarhonvloxvCl .ftalkvl group, an optiona lly substituted N-di-Cu 
« alkvlaminoC i-Ra1kvl group, an optionally substituted N-Cg-I7aryl-N-Ci _6alkylam inoCi- 
^ alkvl group, an optionally substituted N-di-C ug alkvl-carbamovlCl -Ralkyl group, an 
optionally substituted Cf^arvlC ufi alkvl group, an optionally substituted hetero C 6- 
in arvlCi-6alkvl group, an optionally substituted C*.i oarvl gr oup, an optionally substituted 
C6- 1 9 arvloxvC i-S alkvl group, an optionally substituted Cft -^arvlthioCi-Ralkvl group, an 
optionally substituted C^ -l ^arvlsulfinvlC i-S alkvl group, an optionally substituted C6- 
1 ? arvlsulfonvlCl-8alkvl group, an optionally substituted C i-Ra1kanoy1oxvCi-«alkvl group. 
an optionally substituted C^ inudoCug alkvl group, an o ptionally substituted Cfi- 
V7 arovloxyCi-8alkvl group, or a triglyceride. 

to produce a compound of formula (1) in which R 1 is -CO2H. 

1 8 . (currently amended) A process according to Claim 16 Claim 1 which comprises 
esterifying a compound of formula (1) in which R 1 is -C0 2 H to produce a compound of 
formula (1) in which R 1 is -C0 2 Alk 7 and Alk 7 is a straight or branched op tionally substituted 
C 1 -R alkvl group, an optionally substituted Cx galkenvl group, an optionally substituted C?,- 
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g alkvnvl groun. an optionally substituted C ^ vcloalkvl group, an optionally substituted 
g heterocvcloalkvl group, an optionally substituted C^_Sc ycloalkylC i.8 alkyl group, an 
o ptionally substituted C^beterocvcloalkylC usalkvl group, an optionally substituted Ci- 
fi alkvloxvC i- ftalkvl group, an optional l y substituted hvdroxvC Ufialkyl group, an optionally 
substituted C u ftalkvlthioC i-^lkyl grou p, an option ally substituted Cj -^alkvlsulfinvlCl - 
/ ^alkvl group, an optionally substituted C ufialkvlsulfonvlCl-fialkvl group, an optionally 
substituted C^ -S cvcloalkvloxvC r^alkvl group, an optionally substituted d- 
g cvcloalkvlthioC i- ^alkvl group, an op timally substituted C^.RcvcloalkvlsulfinylCl -6alkyl 
grou p, an optionally substituted C^r.vcloalkvlsulfonvlCl-fialkvl group, an o ptionally 
substituted C i- g»kv1oxvcarbonvlCi -fialkvl group , an optionally substituted Ci - 
A alkvloxvcarbonvlC j- ^alkenvl group, an optionally substituted Ci -fialkyloxy carbonyloxyCi- 
A alkvl group, an optiona ll y substituted Ci .^alkvlo v yrarhonvloxvCi .^alkenvl group, an 
optionally substituted C^-Rcvcloalkyl oxyrarbonvloxvCi-fialkyl group, an optionally 
substituted N-di-C ug. alkvlaminoC i-g. alkvl group, a n optionally substituted N-C6-1 ?aryl-N- 
C l -^ alkvlaminoC i-^alk yl group, an optionally substitu ted N-di-Cl-Ralkyl-carbamoylCi- 
g alkvl group, an optionally substituted C*_1 9arvlCi -ftalkyl group , an optionally substituted 
hgteroC6-lQarylCi-6 alkv1 group, an op tionally substituted C*_l ?arv1 group, an optionally 
substituted Cg ^arvloxvCl-Salkvl proup. an optiop *"y substitute ?arvlthioCl .galkyl 
group, an optionally substituted C^.ioarvlsulfinvlCiURalkvl group , an optionally substituted 
C6- 1 oar ylsulfonvlCi -«alkvl group, an optionally substituted C i^fllkanovloxvCl .aalkyl 
group, an op tionall y substituted Cd-gimidoC ugalkvl group, an optionally substituted C6- 
i9 aroyloxvCi-8a^vl group, or a triglyceride. 

19. (currently amended) A process according to Claim 1 for the preparation of 
compounds of formula (lb): 
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G 





o 



(lb) 



R 



wherein 



-G= is -CR 18 =, -N= or -N(0)=; 

Rl6, r17 and R 18 , which may be the same or different, are each a hydrogen atom or 



T 3 and L 4 are, independently, a covalent bond, an -O- or -S- atom, or a -C(OV, 
-fYChO- -OC(Q} -, -<T* )- -MOV. -SrOV>-. -NfR 8 y, -CON(R8 V , -OC(Q) N(R8)-, -CSN(R8), 
-NfR 8 ^CO-. -NfR^r/O^O-. -N(R^CS-. -SfOW P 8 )-, -Nfl»8)S(OY>- -NfRSttV -ON(R 8 K 
-NfR8^N(R8y. -NfR8->CON(R 8 V- -NfR^CSN fR 8 )- , or -N(R8-)SOoNfR8y group; 

r8 is a hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted straight or branched Ci.^alkvl 

group: 

t is zero or the integer 1 ; 
u is an integer 1. 2 or 3; 

A1k2 is an optionally substituted aliphatic chain or an optionally substituted 
heteroaliphatic chain containing one to four - O - or -S- atoms or -C(O)-, -C(Q)Q-, -OC(O)-, 
■r(S >- -SfOV -SfOV)-. -N(R 8 V -CON(R 8 V. -OCrf»NrR8y. -CSNfR 8 ). -N(R 8 )CO-, 

-NfRS^crcno-. -nh^cs-. -sro)? "^- -Nms^ro^-. -n(r 8 )o-. -on(r8)-, 

-N(R 8 1NfR 8 V -NrR 8 ^>CONrR 8 V. -NfR^C SKfR8y, or _N(R 8 1S09N(R 8 y groups that 
interrupt or are at the terminus of the aliphatic chain; 

R5 is a hydrogen or halogen atom or an optionall y substituted Ci .^alkvl. optionally 
substituted C^cvcloalkyl. -OP ^, -<"?6 .mt^t^ .mOo, -CN. -COiRS, -SO^H. -SOR* 
-SO9R 6 . -SChR 6 . -OCQ9R6. -CONR6R.7, -OCONR6r7. -C SNRQr7. -GPRS -0C0R6 



an atom or group -L 3 (Alk 2 )tL 4 (R 5 ) u ; 
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-NH^COR? -NmfrCSR?. -SO ^ 6 )^ 7 ) -MB^SO^L Nn^CON(R?)(R 19 ), 
-N(T^CSN(R 7> >(R 19> L or -NfR^^SO^Nf R^fR 19 ^ group: and 

R6, R 7 , and R 19 are, independently, a hvdrogen ato m or an optionally substituted Cj- 
ffrik yl or Ci.acvcloalkvl group; 

provided that when t is zero and each of L 3 and L 4 is a covalent bond, then u is the 

integer 1 and R 5 is other than a hvdrogen atom; 

and the salts, solvates, hydrates and N-oxides thereof. 

20. (currently amended) A process according to Claim 1 for the preparation of 
compounds of formula (Id): 




wherein 

g is the integer 1, 2, 3 or 4; 

Rl 6 T is an atom or group 

-L3(Alk2) t l4(R5) u ; 

T 3 and L 4 are, independently, a covalent bond, an -O- or -S- atom, or a -C(OV, 
-(YCnO-. -OC(O) - -rfgy, -SfO»-. -NfR 8 V. _CON(R 8 V, -OC(Q) N(R 8 )-i -CSN(R 8 ), 

-NfR^CO-. -N(R 8 ^CfCyiO-. -NfR^CS-. -S(O^ P 8 >-, -NfRfrsfQV,-. -N(R 8 )Q-. -ON(R 8 )-, 
-N(R 8 W(R 8 K -NfR 8 1CON(R 8 K -N(R 8 ->CS M p8 >-, ™ 8 ^OoN(R 8 V group: 

T?8 is a hvdrogen atom or an optionally substituted straight or branched Ci-fialkyl 



group: 

t is zero or the integer 1 ; 
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u is an integer 1. 2 or 3; 

Alk 2 is an optionally substituted aliphatic chain o r an optionally substituted 
heteroaliphatic chain containing one to four -O - or -S- atoms or -C(OV, -C(0)0-, -OC(O)-., 
-CfSV. -S(OK -S(OY>- -N(R 8 V -CONfRSy, -QC YfflN(R8v. -CSN(R 8 ^ -N(R 8 )CO-, 

-NrRS^cro^o-. -n^cs-. -Sjgm m&z, -M$MiQ)2^ -N(R 8 ^o-. -on(r 8 k 

-N(R 8> )NfR 8 V. -N(r8^CON(R8v. -N(R 8 )r.SNfR 8 V. or -NfR 8> )S02N(R 8 )- groups that 
interrupt or are at the terminus of the aliphatic chain; 

R5 i s a hydrogen or halogen atom or an optionall y substituted Ci_fialkvl. optionally 
substituted C^ cycloafeyl -OR*. SP^ -™>6p7 .mo. .tw, -CO^ -SOOL -SOR* 
-SO>r6. -SO3R 6 . -OCQ9R6 -CONRQR?. ■QCQNROR' 7 . - CSNr6r7. -COr6, -QCOR 6 , 
-N^COR?. -MBfhQSSL -SOgm^mh, -NfR6^SQ>R7, NfR6)CON(R7)fRl9) 1 
-N(R6 s >CSN(R 7 VR 19 l or-NfR6-)SQ2Nr R 7 VR 19 ^ grout?: and 

R6. R 7 . and R 19 are, independently, a hydrogen atom or an op tionally substituted Cl - 
galkvl or CXscvcloalkvl group; 

provided that when t is zero and each of L,3 and L 4 is a covalent bond, then u is the 

integer 1 and R 5 is other than a hydrogen atom; 

and the salts, solvates, hydrates and N-oxides thereof. 

21. (previously presented) A process according to Claim 1 for the preparation of: 
ethyl (25)-2-[(2-bromo-3-oxospiro[3.5]non-l-en-l-yl)amino]-3-{4-[(3,5- 

dichloroisonicotinoyl)amino]phenyl}propanoate; 
and the salts, solvates, hydrates and N-oxides thereof. 

22. (previously presented) A process according to Claim 1 for the preparation of: 

ethyl ( 25)-2-(2-bromo-3 -oxo-spiro[3 . 5 ]non- 1 -en- 1 -ylamino)-3 -[4-([2,7]naphthyridin- 
1 -ylamino)phenyl]propanoate; 
and the salts, solvates, hydrates and N-oxides thereof. 
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23. (previously presented) A process according to Claim 1 for the preparation of: 

ethyl (2^)-2-[(2-isopropylsulfanyl-3-oxo-7-oxa-spiro[3.5]non-l-en-l-yl)amino]-3-[4- 

([2,7]naphthyridin- 1 -ylamino)phenyl]propanoate; 
and the salts, solvates, hydrates and N-oxides thereof. 

24. (previously presented) A process according to Claim 1 for the preparation of: 
2-hydroxyethyl(25)-2-(2-bromo-3-oxo-spiro[3.5]non-l-en-l-ylamino)-3-{4-[(3,5- 

dichloroisonicotinoyl)amino]phenyl}propanoate; 
and the salts, solvates, hydrates and N-oxides thereof. 



25. (currently amended) A compound of formula (2): 
Q a 




(2) 



wherein: 

R 1 is a carboxylic acid (-CO2H) or a derivative or biootoro thereof an acyclic or cyclic 
carhoxvlic acid ester, an amid* tetrazole. ph osph o ni c acid, p hosphinic acid, sulphonic acid, 
sulohinic acid, boronic acid, or an acvlsulnhonamide group; 

R 2 is a hydrogen atom or a Ci-6alkyl group; 

RX, Ry and R z , which may be the same or different are each an atom or group 
-Ll(Alkl) n (R 3 )v in which , or T?z jg -Uf Alkl^(R 3 )v and K x and RY are joined together to 
form an optionally substitute d s piro linked c vcloaliohatic or heterocvcloaliphatic group; 

Ll is a covalent bond or a linker atom or group an -Q-, -S-, or -Se- atom or an -C(O)-, 

-rrctto- -oao) -SjQ k -NfR«v. -coNn^K -oc(Q)n(r8)-, _ C sn(r8), 
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■NmS^co- -Nfi^r/cno-. .no^hs- -sroY> N rw8y. -wrSwov?- -N(K 8 )0-, -QN(R 8 )-, 

-NfRSWfRSy. -Nm8^CONfR8v -NfR 8 ^CSN( K 8 V. or -NfR 8 ^S07N(R 8 V group; 

R8 is a hydrogen atom or an o ptionally substituted straight or branched Ci -fialkyl 
group: 7 

Alk 1 is an optionally substituted aliphatic chain or an optionally substituted 
heteroaliphatic chain containing on e to four -O- or -S- atoms or -CfO)-, -C(Q)Q-, -OC(O)-, 

-crsv. -s(OV. -srov>- -N(R 8 )- -con(r 8 >. - oaow(R^-. -csn(r 8 ), -n(r 8 )CO-, 
-KrR8yyo^.-NrR8xs-.-SfO^> Tf p8 >- -M p8 )*f^- -wnfro-. -ONrR8y.. 
-NfR8wfR8y. -NrR 8 ^CQN(P 8 V -NfR^CSN P 8 )-, ™r-Nfn8)Sf»NfR8y. groups that 
interrupt or are at the terminus of th e aliphatic chain; 

R3 is a hydrogen or halogen atom or group selected from -OR 3a fwher^^^^s-a 
hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted straight or branched C t-6 alkyl group or C g- 
gcycloalkyl group], -SR 3a , -CN and an optionally substituted cycloaliphatic, 
heterocycloaliphatic, polycycloaliphatic, heteropolycycloaliphatic, aromatic or 
heteroaromatic group? ; 

R3a j s a hydrogen atom or an optionally substit uted straight or branched Ci -6alkyl 

group or C -U R cycloalkvl group; 

n is zero or the integer 1; and 
v is the integer 1 , 2 or 3; 

provided that when n is zero and L 1 is a covalent bond, v is the integer 1 ; 
or R* io an atom or group as previously d efi ned an d P * n nd M aro joined together to form an 
optionally oubotitutod opiro linkod cycloaliphatic or hctorocycloaliphatio group; 

Q a is a group -N(R 4 )H; 

R4 is a hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted straight or branched Ci-6alkyl 

group; 

and the salts, solvates, hydrates andN-oxides thereof. 



26. (original) A compound according to Claim 25 which is: 
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3-(4-aminophenyl)^^ 
hydroxyethyl ester. 

27. (currently amended) A compound of formula (4): 



0,N 




(4) 



wherein: 

R 1 is a carboxylic acid (-C0 2 H) or ud ui m li . c ux bin-ttrn t hnroof nn acyeUc or c yclic 
c^pxyUc acid este r ™ amide tetrazole. phosphonic acid, pho s phinic acid, sulphonic aci d, 
g ,i1 pnmic acid , Wnnic acid, o r an ncvlsulphonamide group ; 

R2 is a hydrogen atom or a Ci-6alkyl group; 

RX, R y and RZ, which may be the same or different, are each m atom or gr o u p 
-Ll(Alkl )n (R 3 )v ****** or Rg is -l^And WR3)v and P * and PV are joined together t o 
f„™ ,n optionally substituted sniro linked cycloaliphatic or h eteroc ycloaliphatic group; 

L l is a covalent bond or a link e r atom or gr o u p an^ S- or -Se- atom or an -C(O)-, 
_ ^n. -nrrov. -aSK -S(QK ^z^HR*K^^ - CSN( ^ 
■MrpS.ro- -N ( R8) ^ >n. .^^CS-. -S(Q)7.N(^ MRg» .- -NfRSp-, -ON(R«K 
.^8wrR8v. -X T ^S^ONrRSy. _ H (P y^S ). or -N(R8^SQ7N(R 8 )- group; 

P 8 . hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted straipht or branched Chalky! 

group: 

Alkl is an optionally substituted aliphatic chain or ano pnonally substituted 
heteroaliphatic chain containin p one to four -O- or -S- atom so r -CjQh -€(0)0-, -OC(OK 
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-C fSV -SfOK -SfC»2-- -N(R8V. -CON(r8k -OC(OWR8y. -CSN(R8\ _ N (r8)CO-, 

■NrafriCfcnch .n(r8->cs-. -sro^NrRSy, -NfR8^s(cy>9-. -n(r8)ck -on(r8k 

-N(R8W(R8y. -NfR8>CONfR 8 V- -N(R 8 )C SN(R8y, or -NrR^SQ9N(R 8 V groups that 
interrupt or are at the terminus of the aliphatic chain; 

r3 is a hydrogen or halogen atom or group selected from -OR 3a [whor e R^ 4s-a 
hydrog e n atom or an optionally substituted straight or branch e d C4 - £alkyl group or Cg - 

gcycloalkyl group], -SR 3a , -CN and an optionally substituted cycloaliphatic, 
heterocycloaliphatic, polycycloaliphatic, heteropolycycloaliphatic, aromatic or 
heteroaromatic groups ; 

R 3a is a hydrogen atom or an optionally substituted straight or branched C uffllkyl 
group or Ci-8cvcloalkvl group; 

n is zero or the integer 1; and 

v is the integer 1, 2 or 3; 

provided that when n is zero and L 1 is a covalent bond,, v is the integer 1 ; 
or R* io an atom or group as previously defined and R* and Ry are joined together to form an 
optionally substitut e d spiro linked cycloaliphatic or hotoro cycloaliphatic group; 
and the salts, solvates, hydrates and N-oxides thereof. 

28. (original) A compound according to Claim 27 which is: 

3-(4-nitrophenyl)-2(S)-(3 -oxo-7-oxaspiro[3 . 5]non- 1 -en- 1 -ylamino)propionic acid 
hydroxyethyl ester. 
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